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Welcome OBA Options Booklet

Dear Year 9 Student,
Options time is an important stage in your education,  
as it is here that you get to choose some of the 
subjects that you will study for the next two years. 
We know that it can be a diff icult time and can cause 
anxiety because there are a lot of questions that you 
might have: what subject is right for me? What if I 
don’ t know what I want to do at all?

Rest assured that we will help you to make choices 
about future learning that are right for you. This 
booklet and the options process are designed 
to make this time less worrying for you and your 
parents/carers . It will help you to start making 
decisions about your learning and to choose subjects 
that suit your aspirations,  skills and needs. Please 
use all the information available to you: this booklet ; 
advice from teachers; your tutors; and your parents/
carers .

All of these people know you in some way and may be 
able to to suggest whether they think a subject would 
suit you as a learner. You will also be working on this 
in Tutor time and may already have some firm ideas. 
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HHOOW W TTO CHOOSEO CHOOSE
YYOUR OPTIONSOUR OPTIONS
A helping hand

 1. Compulsory Subjects
English Literature,  English Language,  
Mathematics and Combined Science 
(two GCSEs) are all Compulsory Subjects 
in Key Stage 4,  totalling five GCSEs. 
Students also study two non-examinable 
subjects: Physical Education and Personal 
Development.

The compulsory elements of the curriculum 
amounts to 60% of your available study time 
each week .

2. Option Subjects
To fill the remaining curriculum time,  
students study four Option Subjects . Each 
student will select a number of subject 
choices ranked in order of preference,  with 
each student being allocated four of their 
chosen Optional Subjects .

3. Types of Qualifications
A number of different qualif ications 
are avaliable to study here at Ormiston 
Bushfield Academy. These include GCSE,  
BTEC,  VCERT,  OCR Cambridge National 
and Vocational Awards and are all an equal 
equivalent to GCSE level.  

4. Things to Bear in Mind
English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
The Department for Education is aiming for 
a large percent of students to complete the 
EBacc combination of subjects at GCSE. 
The EBacc recognises students that achieve 
Grade 5 or above in English,  Mathematics,  
Combined Sciences,  History or Geography,  
and a Modern Foregin Language. 

The award is recognised by higher 
education establishments and could 
possibly be used in the furture as part of 
their entrance criteria. 

60%60%
cocorree

lessonslessons

40%40%
optionoption

lessonslessons
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4. Things to Bear in Mind

HHOOW W PPARENTSARENTS
CAN HELPCAN HELP

How Parents can can Help

Selecting Key Stage 4 options is 
an important step in your child’s 
education,  and they need to select 
subjects that they are likely to be 
successful in,  and also enjoy. 

Take time to talk through the options 
with your child and help them select their 
strongest subjects . 

Once they have begun their studies,  it 
makes a real difference when parents 
continue to show their support .  Ask 
your child about their studies and talk 
to them about topics they are learning 
about. Remind them about homework and 
coursework and help them to ensure it is 
handed in on time. 

You should also encourage them to find 
work experience,  especially if they are 
seeking a particular career path. If there is 
something at school that is worrying them,  
please ensure that they speak to a member 
of staff about it ,  or you can telephone and 
speak to us directly.

OBA Options Booklet

VIVIRRTTUUALAL
OPENOPEN
EVENTSEVENTS
& & DDAATESTES

• Monday 25th Jan - Virtual assembly and 
Options booklet shared

• Monday 1st Feb - Option Subjects virtual 
presentations

• Monday 8th to Friday 25th Feb - Tutor 
support telephone call

• Friday 5th March - Final deadline for 
pathway forms to be submitted online.
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Compulsory Subjects

COMPUCOMPULLSOSORRYY
SUBJECTSSUBJECTS
All students are taught a programme 
of study which we refer to in this 
booklet as Essential Learning or 
CORE. 
These are the subjects and skills that are statutory for all 
children aged 14-16,  with the addition of English Literature,  
which we feel is also important and is studied by everyone. 

Leaders have the same high 
expectations of every pupil,  whatever 
their background. They encourage 
every pupil to do their best and to 
model the school’s shared values of 
‘Opportunity,  Belief and Aspiration’.

“
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy
https://bit . ly/2Wl7IbE

A Science GCSE will ensure that you are well equipped for further studies and your future 
career. You will develop strong reasoning and analytical skills ,  which are vital regardless of 
where your studies take you. Students studying the Combined Science GCSE will cover the core 
three science disciplines- Biology,  Chemistry and Physics- over two years. You will have the 
opportunity to do some fun and interesting practical work too. The course covers a broad range 
of topics,  all of which relate to various aspects of the world around us.

Studying Combined Science

COMBINED COMBINED 
SCIENCESCIENCE

What will I study?
You will develop the knowledge and 
understanding you need to pose scientific 
questions, and you will become confident in 
planning and carrying out investigative activities. 
You will learn how to collect, process, and analyse 
data, and develop communication skills in a 
scientific context.

You will study a wide range of topics including cell 
biology and ecology, atoms and the environment, 
forces, and electromagnetism. You will be 
encouraged to think about the world around you 
and the impact that our actions have on it. You will 
become an independent thinker, with the ability to 
evaluate information and its reliability.

A GCSE in Combined Science is valuable in all 
careers, but if you enjoy the subjects there are 
many potential job opportunities. You will find 
scientists in research, engineering, industry, 
government, transport, the armed forces, 
universities, teaching, and medical roles.

How will I be assessed?
There are six 75 minute exam papers at the end 
of Year 11 - all of which are equally weighted. You 
won’t have any coursework but you will carry out 
a minimum of sixteen engaging practicals that will 
be assessed within the exam papers at the end of 
the course.
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ENGLISHENGLISH
LLANGANGUUAAGEGE

GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Engligh Language
https://bit . ly/3grKWIp

GCSE English Language gives students the opportunity to look at writing in a different way,  
studying the use of text in both fictional and non-fictional contexts . Students will study and 
analyse texts,  learning about the ways in which they are written and how they are effective. 
They are then able to develop these skills by applying them to their own creative writing tasks. 
Students will also learn functional English skills ,  such as writing letters and reviews. English 
is a key subject to progress into any career or further study,  but is particularly important for 
students looking to work as journalists,  editors,  writers,  librarians,  teachers,  executives and 
many more.

Studying English Language

What will I study?
Overview of Unit 1
• Students study selections from a range of prose 

fiction.
• Develop skills to analyse and evaluate 19th-

century fiction extracts, develop imaginative 
writing skills to engage the reader, use spelling, 
punctuation and grammar accurately.

Overview of assessment:
• Section A - Reading: Questions on an unseen 

19th-century fiction extract.
• Section B - Writing: A choice of two writing 

tasks. The tasks are linked by a theme to the 
reading extract.

Overview of Unit 2
• Students study a range of 20th and 21st-century 

non-fiction texts (including literary non-fiction).
• Develop skills to analyse, evaluate and compare 

non-fiction extracts, develop transactional 
writing skills for a variety of forms, purpose and 
audiences and use spelling, punctuation and 
grammar accurately.

Overview of assessment:
• Section A - Reading: Questions on two 

thematically linked, unseen non-fiction extracts.
• Section B - Writing: A choice of two writing 

tasks. The tasks are linked by a theme to the 
reading extracts.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing
• 40% of the total GCSE.
• The total number of marks available is 64.
• Assessment duration: 1hr 45m.

Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional 
Writing
• 60% of the total GCSE.
• The total number of marks available is 96.
• Assessment duration: 2hr 5m.
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ENGLISHENGLISH
GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE English Literautre
https://bit . ly/2JE0AEH

GCSE English literature gives students the opportunity to study interesting and impactful texts 
in more depth. Students will read texts from a variety of genres and forms,  including plays and 
poetry. The course develops the key analytical,  evaluative and writing skills that students have 
learnt so far,  supported by the writing of essays to explore the historical context ,  allegorical 
content and linguistic devices used by their authors.

Studying English Literature

What will I study?
Overview of Component 1
• Students study a Shakespeare play and a post-

1914 British play or novel.
• Develop skills to analyse how the language, 

form, structure and context of texts can create 
meanings and effects. Students will develop 
skills to maintain a critical style and informed 
personal response.

Overview of assessment
• Section A – Shakespeare: a two-part question, 

with the first task focused on an extract. 
The second task is focused on how a theme 
reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in 
the play.

• Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel: ONE 
essay question.

Overview of Component 2
• Study a 19th-century novel and a poetry 

collection from the Pearson Poetry Anthology.
• Develop skills to analyse how the language, 

form, structure and context of texts can create 
meanings and effects. Students will develop 
skills to maintain a critical style and informed 
personal response. Students will develop the 
ability to compare and contrast.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 
Literature
• 50% of the total GCSE.
• The total number of marks available is 80.
• Assessment duration: 1hr 45m.

Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry
• 50% of the total GCSE.
• The total number of marks available is 80.
• Assessment duration: 2hr 15m.
• Section A – 19th-century novel: First part focused 

on an extract. Second part is an essay question 
exploring the whole text.

• Section B – Part 1: ONE question comparing a 
named poem from the Pearson Poetry Anthology 
to another poem from the Anthology. 

• Part 2: ONE question comparing two unseen 
contemporary poems.

LITERLITERAATURETURE
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MMAATHEMTHEMAATICSTICS
GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Mathematics
https://bit . ly/39V598b

Studying Maths
A GCSE in Mathematics will give you vital skills for your future - both in your studies and 
your future career. It demonstrates to employers that you have acquired good reasoning and 
analytical skills - essential in every walk of life.  The qualif ication can lead onto A level and 
further study in Maths,  and can eventually lead to a career in one of its associated fields.

What will I study?
The course is a two year programme of study 
based on prior Key Stage 3 learning, and 
there will be assessments for all students. The 
specification aims to ensure that all students are 
familiar with numbers; algebra; ratio; proportion 
and rates of change; geometry and measures; 
probability, and statistics.

The more practice you get in applying your 
maths, the better. There are a number of useful 
websites that will help including:

• www.hegartymaths.com
• www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
• www.coolmaths4kids.com 
• www.corbettmaths.com.

Careers for those with good maths skills and 
qualifications are well paid, interesting and 
rewarding. Mathematical processes enable 
you to formulate reasoned arguments and give 
you excellent numeracy skills and the ability to 
interpret data. These skills are central to 
many roles in all kinds of organisations. There are 
lots of career opportunities for mathematicians 
in business, engineering, science, construction, 
astronomy and government.

How will I be assessed?
There are two tiers of entry for this qualification:

• Foundation (Grades 1-5)
• Higher (Grades 4-9)

The course is assessed by a written examination, 
consisting of three papers, each 90 minutes long. 
The assessment of all three units is at the end of 
the programme of study in Year 11.
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CORECORE
PHPHYYSICAL SICAL 
EDUCEDUCAATIONTION
Studying Physical Education
At Ormiston Bushfield Academy,  Year 10 Core PE is planned to allow students to experience 
a broad curriculum which focuses on continuing to install the core values of teamwork ,  
enjoyment ,  appreciation and improvement of performance.

What will I study?
These lessons will allow students to work 
with peers for competitive team games that 
will develop their skills and therefore will 
gain an appreciation of tactics and strategies 
to outwit opponents. Students will also 
participate in a range of individual sports. 

Here, students will be encouraged to develop 
skills to improve performance but will 
experience increased competition so that 
these skills can be applied appropriately, 
whilst again exploring ways to outwit 
opponents. 

The Year 10 Core Curriculum is designed 
to engage all students. Students who 
aren’t competitive will also be able to enjoy 
participating in sport and improving skills in a 
less pressurised environment as the students 
are grouped according to their ability and 
personality.

Students will be taught a range of the following 
sports: Football, Netball, Basketball, Handball, 
Volleyball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Indoor 
Cricket, Rounders, Trampolining, Athletics and 
Heath Related Exercises. 

There is no formal examination or assesments. 

How will I be assessed?
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CORECORE

Studying Personal Development
Personal Development is an important and necessary part of all students’  education. It 
incorporates personal,  social,  health and economical (PSHE) issues and topics which 
are designed to help students cope with life in and out of school,  and beyond. Personal 
Development aims to provide students with knowledge,  skills and understanding to prepare 
them to play a full and active part in society. 

What will I study?
Students will cover a range of topics that 
build on their learning and experiences 
from Key Stage 3. Regular lessons provides 
students with opportunities to get to grips 
with relevant issues and ideas for their 
age group. This is time for discussion and 
questions in small groups and as a whole 
class.

Personal Development includes:
• Personal reflection and goal setting
• Revision techniques and exam preparation
• Further education and employment 

pathways
• Basic First Aid skills, including CPR and 

defibrillator use
• Equality and Diversity and seeking active 

ways of promoting these
• Personal safety 
• British Values - including democracy, 

parliament and government processes
• Employability skills and preparing for work 

experience, interviews and first jobs, CV 
writing and developing understanding of 
career choices

• Finance in the Real World - includes 
understanding debit and credit, household 
bills and outgoings, salaries and taxes, 
mortgages and renting and learning how 
to budget.

• Relationship and Sexual Education 
• Physical Health
• Mental Health

How will I be assessed?
Although there are written tasks and note taking, 
there is no formal assessment in this subject. 
Rather, it creates an arena for students, in tandem 
with their teacher, to reflect and develop their 
understanding and capabilities across the range 
of topics.

Students are expected to engage fully with the 
lessons in order to help create themselves as 
firm a foundation as possible to interact and 
understand the world around them. Pupils will 
develop their skills to be able to use a range of 
research strategies, weigh up evidence, share 
opinions, put forward persuasive arguments 
and substantiate their conclusions. They will 
experience and evaluate different ways that 
citizens can act together to solve problems and 
contribute to society. 

PERSOPERSONNALAL
DEVEDEVELLOPMENTOPMENT (PSHE)
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OPTIONOPTION
SUBJECTSSUBJECTS

Option Subjects

We want our students to be 
committed to their subjects and 
so we allow them to choose the four 
subjects that make up their additional 
learning (Option Subjects).  

All students will choose one subject from option Block A 
as it helps every student experience a broad and balanced 
curriculum. We make every effort to ensure that students 
study the subjects they opt for.  We are constrained by 
constructing a timetable,  staff ing and group sizes. This is 
why we ask that you also select a reserve option from each 
Block . Any students who do not get their top four choices or 
their reserve choices will be seen by Mr Drew,  Mrs Forrester 
or Mrs Buckingham. 

OptionOptionOptionOption
subjesubjesubjesubjecccctstststs

CCCCompulsoompulsoompulsoompulsorrrryyyy
subjesubjesubjesubjecccctstststs

OBA Options Booklet

A B C D
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AA BB

CC DD

Each student must choose one 
subject from each Block . Blocks are 
designed to make it clear and transparent 
what options are avaliable to you. They are 
determined in order for us to construct a 
timetable that works. 

OPTIONOPTION
BBLLOCKSOCKS

Students will also have to choose one reserve choice 
from each Block as well.  Students cannot choose mutiple 
subjects from the same Block .

First choice

Reserve choice

First choice

Reserve choice

First choice

Reserve choice

First choice

Reserve choice
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AA
GCSE French 

GCSE Geography

GCSE History

GCSE Separate Sciences

GCSE Spanish

Block A Subjects 
BB

Block B Subjects 
GCSE Art, Craft & Design    

Level 1/2 Business Enterprise & Marketing  

GCSE History

GCSE Hospitality & Catering 

Level 1/2 Sport Studies

GCSE Computer Science

GCSE Dance

GCSE Film Studies  

BTEC Health & Social Care

CC DD
Block C Subjects 
GCSE Art, Craft & Design

BTEC Childcare & Development

Level 1/2 Sport Studies

GCSE Design & Technology

GCSE Economics

GCSE Film Studies 

GCSE Geography

Level 1/2 Creative iMedia

GCSE Music

Block D Subjects 
Level 1/2 Business Enterprise & Marketing

GCSE Design & Technology

GCSE Drama

Level 1/2 Creative iMedia

GCSE French

BTEC Health & Social Care

GCSE Religious Studies 

BTEC Travel & Tourism
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA Art ,  Craft and Design
https://bit . ly/2VkCtwK

Art ,  Craft & Design is the chance to explore your own creative skills and ideas. 
You will be able to study artists of your choice as well as learning new techniques 
presented in your own sketchbook . It is an exciting subject with the chance to 
develop and explore your own creative journey.

Why study Art, Craft & Design?

What will I study?
Initially, you will develop and refine your 
skills, by thinking carefully about the four 
assessment objectives. You will learn new 
skills and techniques you may not have 
experienced before as well as learning how 
to analyse the work of different artists. As the 
course continues, you will be able to choose 
your own artists that relate to your chosen 
theme as well as responding to the artists to 
demonstrate your understanding of the art 
work. 

GCSE Art, Craft & Design can lead to many 
exciting opportunities with the skills you 
have learnt and developed. You can study A 
Level Fine Art or Photography. This can then 
progress to a range of degrees with students 
completing courses in graphic design, fashion 
branding, interior design, fashion photography 
to name a few.

How will I be assessed?
You are marked using four assessment objectives; 
Develop,  Refine,  Record and Present . 
• Each assesment objective is marked out of 24 

with total marks out of 96. 
• The coursework element is worth 60% and the 

externally set exam is worth 40%. 
• The exam which you complete in Year 11 is a 

10 hour practical exam completed over two 
school days.

GCSE Art, Craft & Design

BB CC

AARRTT, CRAFT, CRAFT
& DESIGN& DESIGN
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Examination Board: 
OCR Enterprise & Marketing Level 1/2
https://bit . ly/3o6ZvDM

Why study Business, Enterprise & Marketing?
This is an exciting and varied course,  with practical elements that not only prepare 
our learners for college and sixth form,  but also the world of work . The qualif ication 
will appeal to learners who wish to either set up their own business,  move into 
employment ,  or progress on to further study within the business managment or 
f inance industry. 

What will I study?
R064: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts 
[Exam] 
•  Learners develop essential knowledge and 

understanding of enterprise and marketing 
concepts, which are applied to the other 
units within the qualification. 

R065: Design a Business Proposal [Coursework] 
• Learners develop the skills needed to design 

a business proposal to meet a scenario set 
by the exam board. They identify a customer 
profile for a specific product, complete 
market research to generate product design 
ideas and use financial calculations to 
propose a pricing strategy and determine the 
viability of their product proposal. 

R066: Market and Pitch a Business Proposal 
[Coursework]
• Learners develop the skills needed to create 

a brand identity and promotional plan for 
the product proposal they produced in the 
previous unit. They develop pitching skills 
in order to introduce their proposal to an 
external audience. 

How will I be assessed?
• R064: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts - 

Externally assessed unit, 1hr30m examination 
worth 50%

• R065 Design a Business Proposal - Internally 
Assessed Coursework Unit worth 25%

• R066 Market and Pitch a Business Proposal 
- Internally Assessed Coursework Unit worth 
25%

CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE NNAATIOTIONNAALL
LEVEL 1/2

DDBB

BBUSINESSUSINESS
ENTERPRISEENTERPRISE
& MARKETING& MARKETING
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BTECBTEC

Examination Board: 
Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech 
Award in Child Development
https://bit . ly/37iCtTG

The BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Childcare Development is for students who want 
to develop technical knowledge and skills within a vocational context by arranging,  
developing and modifying the play opportunities appropriate for young children 
across the five areas of development. It offers an introduction to the Early Years 
sector and focuses on the learning development and care for children aged 0-5.

Why study Childcare & Development?

What will I study?
There are three units covered. 
• Unit 1: Children’s Growth and Development,
• Unit 2: Learning through Play
• Unit 3: Supporting Children to Play, Learn 

and Develop

Students who achieve the Level 2 qualification 
can progress onto A Levels and study Level 
3 qualifactions e.g. BTEC Level 3 National in 
Children’s Care, Learning in Heath and Social 
Care. The qualifications enable students to 
prepare for employment, apprenticeships or 
to study a degree in different sectors such as 
early childhood, childhood and youth areas or 
nursing and social care.

Students are awarded a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction depending on performance for 
each unit. The point’s value of the awarded 
grades are subsequently collated and provide 
an overall grade for the course. 

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed through the following:
1. Children’s Growth and Development: Two 

internally assessed assignments worth 30%
2. Learning through Play: Two internally 

assessed assignments worth 30%.
3. Supporting Children to Play - An externally 

assessed examination worth 40%.

CC

CHILDCARECHILDCARE
& DEVE& DEVELLOPMENTOPMENT
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Computer Science
https://bit . ly/3fWhE48

Have you ever seen the inside of a computer? Are you good at solving logic 
problems? Do you enjoy learning languages? Perhaps you already do some coding 
in your spare time because you enjoy the challenge and find it fun. If this sounds like 
you,  then AQA GCSE Computer Science could be a good choice for you. 

Why study Computer Science?

What will I study?
Computer Science is not about creating 
graphics, animations or games, and you won’t be 
making snazzy presentations or spreadsheets. 
It is a technical and highly academic course 
for students who are really interested in how 
computers work. 

• Paper 1: You will learn about computational 
thinking; code tracing; problem-solving and 
programming concepts including the design 
of effective algorithms and the planning, 
writing, testing and refining of code. 

• Paper 2: You will develop your knowledge 
of wider computing theory, including data 
representation and binary arithmetic; 
computer hardware and software; networks; 
cyber security and privacy; database and 
Structured Query Language (SQL) and 
ethical, legal and environmental impacts of 
digital technology. 

The course will equip you with the skills required 
for progression into A Level Computer Science 
and other Level 3 IT courses. It provides a 
solid foundation for a career in IT, networking, 
software development, web development, 
engineering and many more.

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed through the following:
• Paper 1 (50%) - 2 hours - written paper 

focusing on computational thinking and 
programming.

• Paper 2 (50%) - 1hr 45m - written examination 
focusing on wider computing theory.

BB

COMPUTERCOMPUTER
SCIENCESCIENCE
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CRECREAATIVETIVE
iMEDIAiMEDIA

OBA Options Booklet

Examination Board: 
OCR Creative iMedia Level 1/2 Award 
https://bit . ly/3a1XJ3d

Why study Creative iMedia?
Creative and Digital Media plays an important part in many areas of our everyday 
lives as well as the UK economy. Demand for an increasingly skilled and computer 
literate workforce as more and more media products are produced digitally is rapidly 
rising. This qualif ication allows you to develop and apply creative iMedia skills to 
communicate creative concepts effectively. Creative iMedia will also equip you with 
essential knowledge and transferrable skills to improve learning in other subjects as 
well as enhancing your employability.

What will I study?
• R081: Pre-Production Planning – Students 

will develop understanding of the client 
brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation 
techniques that form part of the planning 
and creation process. You will develop the 
knowledge and skills that underpin the 
creation of digital media products that will be 
assessed in the other units.

• R082: Create Digital Graphics – Students will 
learn the basics of digital graphics editing for 
the creative and digital media sector. They 
will be able to plan the creation of digital 
graphics, create new digital graphics using 
a range of editing techniques and review a 
completed graphic against a specific brief. 

• R085: Creating a Multipage Website – Within 
this unit, learners will demonstrate their 
creativity by combining components to 
create a functional, intuitive and aesthetically 
pleasing website and create a multipage 
website and review the final website against 
a specific brief.

• R092: Game Development - Students will 
demonstrate their design and logic skills in 
the creation of a fully working game to meet 
a client brief using Scratch programming.

How will I be assessed?
Year 10:
• R081 – Pre-Production Methods 
• Written Exam – 25%
• R082 – Creating Digital Graphics
• Coursework – 25%
Year 11:
• R085 – Creating a multipage website – 25%
• R092 – Game Development – 25%

You will gain grades equivalent to GCSE grades 
9 - 1 on successful completion of the course.

CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE NNAATIOTIONNAALL
LEVEL 1/2

CC

Cambridge National Creative iMedia

DD
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GCSEGCSE

DDANCEANCE
Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Dance
https://bit . ly/3bauwDu

Why study Dance?
GCSE Dance is an exciting course that offers students the opportunity to develop 
their performance and choreography skills ,  alongside developing their understanding 
of professional dance through critical analysis .  Dance is a powerful and expressive 
subject which encourages students to develop their creative,  physical,  emotional and 
intellectual capability; skills that are essential in GCSE Dance,  but also for becoming 
confident and independent learners in all subjects .

How will I be assessed?

What will I study?
This course will develop your practical skills 
in dance alongside your ability to analyse 
professional dance. Throughout the two years 
you will:
• Improve your physical and expressive skills in 

dance through technique lessons
• Become more confident when performing, 

both as a soloist and in groups
• Enhance your ability to choreograph dances 

based on a stimulus
• Critically analyse professional dances in 

order to understand the choreographic 
processes

This course is ideal for anyone who is passionate 
about dance and is interested in furthering their 
training in the future through A Level Dance or 
BTEC Performing Arts. It is an essential stepping 
stone for those who wish to study Dance in 
higher education and pursue a career within 
the Performing Arts. GCSE Dance also supports 
students gain further key life skills such as: 
communication, problem solving, confidence, 
analytical skills and interpersonal skills.

Component 1: Performance & Choreography 
(60% practical assessment)
• One duet/trio piece and two set solos from 

the exam board.
• One choreography based on a stimulus.

Component 2: Critical Analysis of Dance (40% 
written examination)
• Understanding of performance and 

choreography skills and techniques.
• Analysis of six professional works from a 

range of dance styles.
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DRAMADRAMA
GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
Pearsons Edexcel GCSE Drama
https://bit . ly/3obE4RZ

Why study Drama?
GCSE Drama is a creative and exciting exploration in to acting,  devising and 
analysing performance skills .  Drama is an empowering subject that encourages 
students to explore work physically and intellectually alongside the study of 
professional work .

What will I study?
• You improve your vocal, physical and 

performance skills through devising and 
performing

• You study a complete text practically to 
support your analytical skills

• You develop a performance of an extract 
from another text

• You devise your own performance pieces 
based on a stimulus

• You gain a fuller understanding of Drama, 
and the value of Drama

This course can lead on to the BTEC National 
Diploma in Peforming Arts in Sixth Form, 
where students develop the skills needed to 
go to drama school or univeristy. Therefore, 
GCSE Drama is of great interest to students 
planning a career in performing arts. 

In addition, it offers key skills for any 
employment; a practical and dynamic 
response to spoken and written language; 
the ability to communicate with dynamism 
and impact, verbally and physically; and the 
confidence and ability to hold an audience.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1 - Devising (40%, woth 60 marks)
• Starting from a stimulus, students create a 

devised piece of theatre and perform it to an 
audience. Students analyse and evaluate this 
devising process and performance

Component 2 - Peformance from Text (20%, worth 
48 marks)
• Students will perform two key extracts from a 

performance text to an audience and a visiting 
examiner. Component 2 is externally assessed.

Compondent 3 - Theatre Makers in Practice (40%, 
60 marks)
• Written examination of 1hr 45m
• Students practically explore and study one 

complete performance text chosen from a list 
supplied by Edexcel. They also watch a live 
theatre production by a professional company.
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
Pearsons Edexcel GCSE Design 
& Technology
https://bit . ly/3qi0gfi

GCSE Design and Technology will develop your knowledge and understanding of 
how products are designed and manufactured. Throughout the course you will also 
examine material properties,  manufacturing processes and explore your problem 
solving skills to illustrate your understanding of designing for a specific target 
market .

Why study Design & Technology?

What will I study?
The GCSE in Design & Technology enables 
students to understand and apply interactive 
design processes through which they explore, 
create and evaluate a range of outcomes. 
The qualification enables students to use 
creativity and imagination to design and 
make prototypes (together with evidence 
of modelling to develop and prove product 
concept and function), that solve real and 
relevant problems, considering their own 
and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives 
students opportunities to apply knowledge 
from other disciplines, including Mathematics, 
Science, Art & Design, Computing, and 
Humanities.

GCSE Design and Technology  complements 
study in many subjects such as Art, Business 
Studies, Media and ICT. This course is ideal 
for students wishing to design in the future. 
A career in design crosses many industries. 
From new technologies and modern products, 
to traditional hand skilled areas. 

How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed through both non exam 
assessment (NEA), and a written exam, both with 
50% of the total grade, and both assessed in the 
second year of study.
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Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Economics
https://bit . ly/2HWYWx1

Economics is a subject that is relevant to everything that happens in the modern 
world. From the European Brexit debate to the impact of elections,  Economics 
investigates the reasons for changes in different economies and the role that the 
government plays in influencing economic progress. Students of Economics will 
understand how markets work and fail and the consequences of economic policies .

Why study Economics?

What will I study?
The subject content looks at economic activity 
through the lens of consumers, producers, 
government and the workings of the global 
economy. As students go through the course they’re 
presented with opportunities to focus on real-world 
issues. Students should consider and reflect upon 
moral, ethical and sustainable issues that arise as a 
result of the impact of economic activity.

Micro Economics:
• Economic Activity - satisfying needs and wants 

of customers, making choices between what and 
how to produce.

• Factors of Production - what all firms need to 
produce - land, labour capital and enterprise. 

• Supply and Demand - how markets work and 
how demand and supply will impact on prices. 

• Different types of market, both competitive and 
non-competitive. 

• Labour Markets - wage determination.

Macro Economics:
• Interest rates, savings and borrowing. 
• Government decisions and how the government 

manages the country.
• Government Objectives including; 

Unemployment, Economic Growth and Inflation
• International Trade and the Global Economy
•    The Role of Money and Financial Markets

How will I be assessed?
This course is 100% externally assessed through 
2 examinations:
• Paper 1: How Markets Work (Micro)
• Paper 2: How the Economy Works (Macro) 
Both papers are written examinations and are  
1hr 45m in length. These are equally weighted 
and are each worth 50% of the GCSE.

Both papers consist of two sections:
• Section A - Ten Multiple Choice Questions 

followed by a range of calculations, short and 
extended response questions.

• Section B – Five questions involving a mix of 
calculations, short and extended responses.

GCSEGCSE
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
EDUQAS Film Studies
https://bit . ly/2VkrsM7

Through Film you will experience a powerful medium which inspires a range of 
responses as you are drawn into characters,  narratives and the issues films raise. The 
root of that power is the immersive audio-visual experience film offers – one which 
can exploit strik ing cinematography and locations as well as powerful music and 
sound. It is not surprising that many consider Film to be the major art form of the last 
hundred years and that many feel it ’s important to study a medium which has such a 
significant influence on the way people think and feel.  

Why study Film?

What will I study?
Students will be encouraged to:
 
• Develop their interest and enjoyment of 

Film in its national and global contexts, 
and begin to build a wider appreciation of 
cultural diversity through the close study 
of a wide range of films.

• Develop a critical and investigative 
approach to films, the film industry and 
film audiences.

• Study patterns of similarity and difference 
across a range of films.

• Recognise the ways in which films 
represent people, places, ideas, issues 
and events to different audiences.

• Examine the ways in which film 
technologies shape film productions.

• Recognise and explore the creative 
possibilities of film and film products.

• Engage with aesthetic, technical, 
economic, ethical and moral issues.

Complementing Subject Areas: English 
Literature; History; French; Geography; Art 
and Performing Arts. 

BB CC

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: US Film - Genre and Themes
• Written examination 1hr 30 
• 35% of qualification
• Case study films include Invasion of the Body 

Snatcher and E.T. The Extra Terrestrial and 
The Hurt Locker

Component 2: Global Film - Representation, 
Narrative and Film Style 
• Case study films will include: Attack The 

Block, Slumdog Millionaire and Let the Right 
One In.

 Component 3: Production
• You will produce either a filmed extract from a 

genre film or an extract from a screenplay for 
a genre film.

FILMFILM
STUDIESSTUDIES
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BTECBTEC

Examination Board: 
Pearson BTEC Level 1/2 Tech 
Award in Heath & Social Care
https://bit . ly/37oQuPP

The BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care is for students who 
want to develop technical knowledge and skills within a vocational context .   Students 
will develop knowledge of human growth and development ,  health and social care 
services and health and well-being.

Why study Health & Social Care?

What will I study?
There are three units covered: 
1. Human Lifespan Development, 
2. Health and Social Care Services Values 
3. Health and Well-Being.

Students who achieve the Level 2 qualification 
can progress onto A Levels and Level 3 
Vocational Qualifications e.g. BTEC National 
Diploma in Health and Social Care. This 
will enable progression into employment, 
apprenticeships or higher education via 
studying a degree in the Health and Social 
Care sector. 

Students are awarded a pass, merit or 
distinction depending on performance for 
each unit. The point’s values of the awarded 
grades are subsequently collated and provide 
an overall grade for the course.   

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed through the following: 

1. Human Lifespan Development - Two 
internally assessed assignments.

2. Health and Social Care Services Values - Two 
internally assessed assignments. 

3. Health and Well-Being - An externally 
assessed examination. 
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
EDEXCEL GCSE History
https://bit . ly/3lz5HTk

. . it ’s great news for your future! History will help you understand how the world was 
shaped,  and make you consider today ’s society in a different way. People who study 
History are fearless explorers of the past .  They investigate past societies,  politics,  
cultures,  conflicts and much more. Historians look at how things have developed and 
connect the dots . History is interesting; there is a well-developed curriculum waiting 
for you! Are you interested in the way that the world has developed through the 
ages? Do you enjoy investigation,  research and discovery? Are you keen to improve 
your skills? Then this is the course for you. It might be about the past ,  but there are 
plenty of careers in history that you can pursue today.

Why study History?

What will I study?
History is so diverse that it helps students to 
develop important transferable skills. It is well 
respected by many employers and is therefore 
suited to a vast number of different careers. With 
your analytical, writing, debate and detective 
skills you’ll be primed for a huge range of careers. 
Areas you could pursue are; Law, Politics, 
Business, Economics, Journalism, TV, Marketing, 
Archaeology and Teaching. 

This course will help sharpen your critical 
thinking abilities. Students will be using some 
of the following skills: analysis, research, 
communication, problem solving and judgment.  
A lot like a good detectives, we will seek to 
analyse a range of evidence, organise this and 
then develop conclusions. We study a range of 
topics. The most popular are Life in Weimar and 
Nazi Germany, The British Sector on the Western 
Front during World War One and Medicine 
from the Medieval Period through to present 
day. The Russell Group recommends History as 
an excellent subject for keeping your options 
open when choosing a degree.  Employers and 
universities regard History qualifications very 
highly – GCSE History may just be your ticket to 
a better future. 

How will I be assessed?
• Paper 1: Medicine in Britain 1250-present and 

The British Sector of the Western Front 1914-
18, written examination 1hr 15mins worth 30%

• Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 
1060-88  and American West 1835-1895, 
written examination 1hr 45mins worth 40%

• Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-
1939, written examination 1hr 20mins worth 
30%

AA BB
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Examination Board: 
WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality & Catering
https://bit . ly/3nrVA4t

Why study Hospitality & Catering?
Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality & Catering has been designed to support learners in 
schools and colleges who want to learn about this vocational sector and the potential 
it can offer them for their careers or further study. You will enjoy this course if you 
have an enthusiasm for cooking and an interest in working in either the hospitality or 
catering industry.

What will I study?
A minimum of 50% of the work completed during 
lesson time will be written work, and this should 
be considered when selecting your options. 
The other 50% of the time is spent learning and 
mastering food presentation and cooking skills. 

Topic areas to be covered:
1. Health, safety and hygiene
2. Utensils, tools and equipment for food 

preparation
3. Food preparation, processing and cooking 

skills
4. Nutrition, healthy eating and exploring 

balanced diets
5. The hospitality and catering industry
6. Budgeting and menu planning

Upon completion of the course, students will be 
qualified to embark on an apprenticeships or full 
time career in the catering or food industries. 

Students will also acquire transferable skills such 
as time managment and teamwork which will 
be fundamental for any future career. They will 
also acquire essential life skills such as general 
food preparation, cooking, cleaning, storing food 
safely, and making healthy food choices.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 - The Hospitality & Catering Industry
• Externally assessed typed exam
• 1hr 30m - One paper
• Worth 40%

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Practice
• Externally assessed controlled assessment 

completed in lesson time.
• Worth 60% - One piece of written work. 
• This also includes a three hour practical in 

which students are required to independently 
prepare, cook and serve two dishes. 

WJEC LEVEL 1/2 VOCATIONAL AWARDS
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE French
https://bit . ly/2JvcEaW

Students will be encouraged to develop understanding of the spoken and written 
forms of French in a range of contexts . Students will develop the ability to 
communicate effectively in French,  through both the spoken and written word,  
using a range of vocabulary and structures. Students will develop knowledge and 
understanding of the grammar of French and the ability to apply it .

Why study French?

What will I study?
Students will apply their knowledge and 
understanding in a variety of relevant contexts 
which reflect their previous learning and 
maturity. Students will develop knowledge and 
understanding of countries and communities 
where French is spoken, and develop positive 
attitudes to French learning whilst being 
provided a suitable foundation for further 
study and/or practical use of French.

Students can continue their studies at A Level 
with a view to an eventual university course. 
Students with knowledge of at least one 
foreign language can embrace a wider variety 
of careers, for example in business and in 
tourism, in teaching and translating, even in 
lorry driving and retail to name a few.

In GCSE French, students experience a variety 
of teaching techniques covering the four skills: 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Students take their examination in all four 
skills in Year 11. The topics are: Identity and 
Culture; Local, National, International and 
Global Areas of Interest; and Current and 
Future Study and Employment.

How will I be assessed?
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. 

• Writing is worth 25%
• Speaking 25% 
• Listening 25% and reading 25% of the final 

mark. 

All four skills are assessed at the end of the two 
year course.
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Geography
https://bit . ly/2JigO6d

Explore the physical and human elements of Geography both in the UK and abroad. 
Investigate the patterns of globalisation,  compare newly emerging economies to the 
western world,  and delve into the concept of sustainability and debate solutions. 
Students will also finish with a solid understanding of how to conduct research. 
GCSE Geography builds upon the knowledge,  understanding and skills learnt during 
Key Stage 3 and is a real eye opener to the contemporary world and dynamic planet 
in which we reside.

Why study Geography?

What will I study?
There are four units of subject content:
1. Living in the Physical Environment - natural 

tectonic hazards, extreme weather and 
climate change.

2. Physical Landscape in the UK - coastal 
river and/ glacial landscapes, the living 
world; ecosystems, hot deserts and cold 
environments.

3. Challenges in the Human Environment - urban 
issues and challenges both globally around 
and in the UK: the changing economic world 
such as the impact of population explosions; 
the challenge of resource management, 
including food, water and energy.

4. Geographical applications in fieldwork and 
investigation techniques including enquiry, 
graphical, analysing charts, sources and maps 
along with the evaluation of issues through 
decision making. Students are required to 
undertake two pieces of fieldwork outside of 
school, one physical issue and one human 
issue. 

This course offers excellent pathways to various 
university courses by preparing students with 
a holistic skill set. The course offers students 
an ideal foundation to continue Geography at 
A Level and beyond, into higher education or a 
wide range of careers - as Geography lends itself 
to most other subjects due to the nature and 
breadth of it.

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (1hr 
30m) 35%
• Section A: Natural hazards
• Section B: The living world
• Section C: Physical landscapes
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (1hr 
30m) 35%
• Section A: Urban Issues 
• Section B: The Changing Economic World
• Section C: Resource Management
Paper 3: Geographical Applications (1hr 15m) 30%
• An issue evaluation based on pre-released 

information and fieldwork of both human and 
physical themes

• Section A: Issue evaluation
• Section B: Fieldwork

AA CC
GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY

31



OBA Options BookletGCSE Music

GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
EDUQAS GCSE Music
https://bit . ly/2L0OoxZ

GCSE Music is a challenging and rewarding creative experience centred around 
music performance,  composition and listening. Music allows students to express 
themselves while progressing to build confidence,  team working skills and their 
ability to analyse all aspects of music.

Why study Music?

What will I study?
• You will develop an instrumental skill
• You will study four set areas of knowledge
• You rehearse and perform a piece of music 
• You compose pieces of music both from 

your own ideas and from a set environment
• You will gain the ability to listen and 

identify elements of music in a variety of 
genres

For Component 1 students will be required to 
perform two pieces of music. This will consist 
of one solo performance and one ensemble 
performance.  

For Component 2 students will compose 
two pieces of music in relation to the Areas 
of Study explored within lessons. These two 
compositions will consist of:
• Free Composition -  A composition 

that students will plan and construct 
themselves. 

• Set Composition - based on a brief set by 
the exam board.

For Component 3, students will explore four 
areas of study and two set pieces of music as 
directed by Eduqas. The areas of study will 
include listening to and analysing music from 
various different genres and time periods. 

How will I be assessed?
• Component 1: Performance (30% of the 

qualification -  (36 marks per project)

• Component 2: Composition (30% of the 
qualification – 72 marks - 36 marks per 
project)

• Component 3: Appraisal of Music, written 
examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (40% of the 
qualification – 96 marks)
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA Religious Studies
https://bit . ly/37vdGM2

If you have a curious mind,  like debate and enjoy developing an argument ,  this is the 
course for you! Students will be challenged with ‘ultimate questions’  about belief,  
values,  meaning,  purpose and truth,  enabling them to develop their own opinions. 
Students gain an appreciation of how religion,  philosophy and ethics form the basis 
of our culture. They will develop analytical,  leadership and research skills .  All these 
transferable skills make this a superb choice. This subject will certainly improve 
knowledge of the wider world and promote awareness of modern world issues.

Why study Religion?

What will I study?
The course seeks to answer some of the 
fundamental questions of life with a particular 
focus on the debate of ethical issues. Some 
of our more popular topics are: Euthanasia, 
Life after Death, Crime and Punishment and 
Human Rights. Students will develop a critical 
mind, whilst enhancing their own views and 
opinions. It is an excellent subject to broaden 
your understanding of the world. The skills this 
course helps to develop are extremely useful 
in any type of employment. Some students 
choose to go on to further education studying 
Sociology, Philosophy, Public Services, TV and 
Media, Journalism, and many more. This is a 
great qualification leading to employment in 
complementary areas such as teaching, social 
work, law, the travel industry, and numerous 
others. 

Religious Studies is highly valued by Russell 
Group Universities, colleges, and employers. 
Students of all abilities will be challenged 
and inspired, whilst developing valuable 
skills sought after by higher education and 
employers.

How will I be assessed?
• The assessment comprises 100% external 

written papers.
• Examination 1: Christianity and Islam 1hr 45m 

(Unit Code 8062A)
• Examination 2: Thematic studies 1hr 45m (Unit 

Code 8062B)
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GCSEGCSE

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Separate Sciences 
Biology,  Chemistry & Physics

While the Combined Science qualif ication is compulsory,  with this option students 
gain three GCSE Science qualif ications rather than two. It is an academic course and 
is predominantly for high achieving students.

Why study Separate Sciences?

What will I study?
Students on the Separate Sciences course 
cover more content than GCSE Combined 
Science, which provides a greater preparation 
for those interested in studying Science at A 
Level. Students gain separate GCSEs in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.
• Biology: The content is based on key 

biological concepts and principles such as 
cell division, respiration and photosynthesis.

• Chemistry: Important principles in Chemistry 
are studied, such as atomic structure and the 
periodic table. Bonding, structure and the 
properties of matter, as well as quantitative 
Chemistry, are also included.

• Physics: The key areas of Physics include 
energy, particles and forces. Students will 
also explore the physical key concepts of the 
atom and space.

Studying the sciences separately gives 
students the insight to select individual 
sciences for further study at A Level, whether 
they wish to choose one particular direction 
or continue to study all three sciences.                                                                                                                                   
Options are virtually endless and provide a vast 
range of fascinating and influential vocations 
from medicine to space travel.

How will I be assessed?
• Students take two exam papers per subject at 

the end of the course. 
• Each paper is equally weighted at 50%. 
• Each subject has eight required practical’s that 

will be examined in these papers.

AA

SESEPPARARAATE TE 
SCIENCESSCIENCES

34

https://bit . ly/3on9Hsw 
https://bit . ly/39751R7 
https://bit . ly/3b8LHVY



OBA Options Booklet OBA Options BookletGCSE Spanish

GCSEGCSE

In GCSE Spanish,  students experience a variety of teaching techniques covering 
the four skills : Reading,  Writing,  Speaking and Listening. The students take their 
examination in all four skills in Year 11.  The topics are - Theme 1: Identity and Culture,  
Theme 2: Local,  National,  International and Global areas of Interest ,  Theme 3: 
Current and Future study and Employment.

Why study Spanish?

Examination Board: 
AQA GCSE Spanish
https://bit . ly/3lz0jj0

What will I study?
Students will be encouraged to:
• Develop understanding of spoken and 

written forms of Spanish in a range of 
contexts.

• Develop the ability to communicate 
effectively in Spanish, through both the 
spoken and written word, using a range of 
vocabulary and structures.

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 
the grammar of Spanish and the ability to 
apply it.

• Apply their knowledge and understanding 
in a variety of relevant contexts which 
reflect their previous learning and maturity.

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 
countries and communities where Spanish 
is spoken.

• Develop positive attitudes to Spanish 
learning.

• Provide a suitable foundation for further 
study and/or practical use of Spanish.

Students can continue their studies at A Level 
with a view to an eventual university course. 
Students with knowledge of at least one 
foreign language can embrace a wider variety 
of careers, for example, in business and in 
tourism, in teaching and translating, even in 
lorry driving and retail to name a few.

How will I be assessed?
There are four assessment objectives: 

Listening,  Speaking,  Reading and Writing. 

Writing is worth 25%, Speaking 25%, Listening 
25% and Reading 25% of the final mark. 

All four skills are assessed at the end of the two-
year course.
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CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE NNAATIOTIONNAALL
LEVEL 1/2

Examination Board: 
OCR Sports Studies Level 1/2 Award/Certif icate
https://bit . ly/3gb1Zyp

The Cambridge Nationals Sports Studies course is an exciting course that allows you 
to develop your knowledge and understand of the wider concepts of Sport .  You will 
develop a range of skills through involvement in Sport in different contexts and roles. 
You will apply your theoretical knowledge to practical situations.

Why study Sport?

What will I study?
This course is made up of four different units 
that you will complete over the duration of the 
course.
Unit 1 - Contemporary Issues in Sport
• In this unit, you will explore a range of 

topical and contemporary issues in sport.
Unit 2 – Developing Sports Skills
• By completing this unit, you will develop 

your skills, techniques and use of tactics/
strategies, compositional ideas and the 
understanding and practical skills required 
to be an effective sport leader and to 
plan, deliver and review safe and effective 
sporting activity sessions. 

Unit 3 – Sport and the Media 
• A team sporting activity and as an official. 
Unit 4 – Sports Leadership
• You will develop your knowledge and 

understanding of the relationship between 
sport and the media.

Students who have been successful on this 
course can go on to study a range of different 
sport related Level 3 courses at college or 
sixth form. This course also prepares students 
who want to pursue sports coaching careers 
or careers in sports development.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed in a number of different 
ways:
• Contemporary Issues in Sport – 60 minute 

exam.
• Developing Sports Skills – Practical 

performance in officiating, playing a team 
sport and playing individual sport.

• Sports Leadership – Written coursework and 
leading a practical session.

• Sport and the Media – Written coursework. 
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Examination Board: 
Peasron BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Travel & Tourism
https://bit . ly/39y7kyn

BTECBTEC

This subject is a fascinating and popular vocational study of the Travel and Tourism 
industry. Ideal for anyone interested in pursuing a future career in this exciting sector,  
hoping to work abroad or for students who wish to develop important employability 
skills such as organisational and communication skills ,  marketing skills ,  event 
management ,  planning and customer service. You will delve into the workings of 
contemporary travel organisations,  explore various countries and investigate the 
operational procedures of the Travel and Tourism businesses.

Why study Travel & Tourism?

What will I study?
You will explore the UK Travel & Tourism 
sector, the business background of the 
industry and investigate how leading 
organisations train staff and adapt to survive 
during global changes. You will investigate 
how people buy their holidays and plan them 
accordingly, develop an understanding of 
where and why people holiday within the UK, 
what attracts tourists and what makes them 
successful. 

Through this course, you will gain knowledge 
about the marketing process and why certain 
types of customers choose specific holidays, 
and both role-play and master scenarios 
in which you may find yourself in future 
employment situations. 

You will also look at the factors affecting 
worldwide Travel & Tourism, and how different 
factors can affect travel trends around the 
globe. Over the two years you will build up a 
portfolio of project work and sit an exam.

How will I be assessed?
1. The UK Travel & Tourism Sector- External 

exam 1h 15minutes- 30 GLH (guided learning 
hours) 

2. UK Travel & Tourism Destinations- Internal 
portfolio- 30GLH

3. The Travel & Tourism Customer Experience- 
Internal real life situation - 30GHL

4. International Travel & Tourism Destinations- 
Internal- 30GHL

5. Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel & Tourism- 
Internal- 30GHL
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TRTRAAVELVEL
& & TTOURISMOURISM

37



OBA Options BookletAdvice for Students

SOME ASOME ADDVICEVICE
FOR STUDENTS
Who decides what I study?
Basically,  YOU do.

We want you to choose subjects that 
you want to do. Everyone is happier 
that way. But you need to think things 
through carefully and remember all of 
these points .

Firstly,  you must consult :

• Your parents/carers
• Your teachers
• Your form tutor
• Your Head of Year

Secondly,  should you have a determined career goal,  then choose the Option 
Subjects that support this .  You may be undecided at this point ,  so try to focus 
on subjects that you have an interest in. 

Thirdly,  you must check any particular requirements of the subject .  You may 
not be allowed to begin any Option Subject if your previous attitude to learning 
hasn’ t been positive.
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TTOP TIPSOP TIPS
FOR CHOOSING
SUBJECTS
You should remember 
these:

DOs
• Do choose subjects which you 

like and are excited about
• Do choose subjects which you 

are successful in
• Do choose subjects which you 

may need for a career or further 
education

• Do find out everything that you 
can about the subject before 
choosing it .  Once you have 
started,  we expect you to stick 
with it for two years

• Do talk to people who know you
• Do listen to any advice your 

subject teachers give you

DON’ Ts
• Don’ t choose a subject just 

because your friend has chosen it
• Don’ t choose a subject just 

because you like or dislike a 
particular teacher,  they may not 
end up teaching you

What happens once subjects have been 
chosen?
All options have to be submitted online by Friday 12th February 2021. You will meet 
with Mr Drew,  Mrs Forrester or Mrs Buckingham if there is a significant problem with 
your choices. Option choices will not be given to students on a first come,  f irst served 
basis . 

In the Summer term,  you will get a letter confirming your options.
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OPTIONS ONLINEOPTIONS ONLINE
USER GUIDE
Students and parents can benefit 
from the convenience of being 
able to select GCSE choices online 
through a simple,  user-friendly 
portal.  

Once you have logged in to the Academy website 
(bushfield.co.uk),  you can access information about the 
Subject Options. To make things even easier,  once you have 
submitted your choices,  they are instantly available for the 
Academy to see.

Both students and parents/carers will receive an invite via 
email to register for the Online Options Service. Students 
will need to use their school email account to login,  
however all parent/carer users will require a valid Google,  
Microsoft Off ice 365,  Twitter or Facebook account.

Once you have registered,  the Academy will need to activate 
your accounts. This could take up to 12 hours – you will not 
be able to proceed until the Acadmey have done this .  Once 
this has been completed and when you next log in,  students 
will be able to select their option choices,  following the 
instructions and guidance available on the portal.   

Parents/carers must then login to their own account and 
tick the ‘approve’  box to confirm their child’s choices. 

is the deadline 
for selecting 

all options and 
parental approval.  
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THE PROCESSTHE PROCESS
Here’s how to do this :
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