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1. Introduction 
At Ormiston Bushfield Academy (OBA) we view homework as a valuable opportunity to enhance our 
students' learning and prepare them for future challenges. Homework helps to consolidate what has 
been learned in school, lays the foundation for future independent study, and strengthens the partnership 
between home and school. 

Homework has a variety of purposes including: 

 

• Accelerates learning: helps students make quicker progress. 
• Encourages independence: prepares students for GCSE exams and independent 

revision. 
• Provides practice: reinforces classroom skills. 
• Utilises additional resources: allows use of materials not always available in class. 
• Involves family: engages parents and carers in the learning process. 
• Teaches time management: gives students valuable experience in meeting deadlines. 
• Boosts confidence: supports self-esteem and confidence. 

 
Legislation, Statutory Requirements and Statutory Guidance  
 
This policy aligns with:  
 
• The Education Act 2002, Section 21 (duty to promote high standards of achievement) 
 • Ofsted framework requirements on independent learning and home learning 
 • OAT Trust-wide expectations for homework and independent learning 
 

 

 

2. How we set homework and the amount of 
homework 

All homework will be set on Arbor, informing students and parents and carers of what is required and the 
deadline by which activities should be completed. Staff will inform students of their homework during 
lessons, and tasks will be assigned through Arbor Classroom. Parents and carers can view task details, 
deadlines, and resources on this platform. Submission is also tracked, and teachers can send reminder 
notifications to classes, parents and carers. Students will be able to independently manage their week 
around existing commitments. 

Homework and SEND Homework tasks will be differentiated as required. Reasonable adjustments will be 
made to ensure equitable access for students with SEND. 
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The weekly expectations are: 

 
Key Stage 3: 

 
English - 40 minutes 
Maths (Sparx) - 40 minutes 
Science (Sparx) – 40 minutes 
Vocabulary Learning for MFL. 
Humanities – 2 pieces per half 
term. 
 
* Other subjects may set homework if required. 

 
Key Stage 4 

 
English, Maths, Science and option 
subjects minimum 1 hour per 
subject 
 

 
Key Stage 5 
 
For sixth form students, home learning expectations are adapted to reflect their advanced study 
requirements:  

• Setting and Tracking: Homework is set by individual teachers via Teams. 

• Activities: Tasks may include recall, exam practice, essay writing, or flipped learning (e.g., 
reading around the topic). Feedback is provided for all formally set tasks.  

• Time Commitment: Students should complete approximately 4-7 hours of work per week 
per subject, with tasks divided between teacher-set work and independent study. Teachers 
may adjust these proportions as needed to meet course requirements. 

 

3. Homework Commitment 
 
We will check that students are completing homework on a weekly basis. For KS4 students, class teachers 
will check and track submission of subject specific tasks. Students’ commitment to homework is reflected in 
their completion of all tasks set. Students will receive rewards for completion.  

 
FOR STUDENTS 

• Check Arbor daily: log in to Arbor each day to review and update all your tasks. 
• Develop independent study skills: use these skills to enhance your understanding 

across all subjects. 
• Read regularly: enjoy a range of reading materials e.g. Your reading book; various fiction 

and non-fiction texts. 
• Practise your maths: use Sparx Maths to improve your maths skills. 
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FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 
. 

• Monitor homework: log into Arbor to view your child’s independent learning tasks. 
• Support homework completion: encourage your child to complete their tasks each day 

and help them develop effective study habits. 
• Promote reading/numeracy at home: ensure that Reading and Maths are a valued activities 

in your home and support your child with using the online platforms that develop 
independent study skills. 

• Discuss academic progress: engage in discussions about your child’s academic 
Progress. 

 
 

4. Non-completion of homework 
Non-Completion of homework will affect your child’s academic progress.  

 Graduated Approach to Homework Support 

For students struggling to engage with homework, additional support may include: 

 • Homework Club 

 • Teacher Check-ins and Intervention Sessions 

• Pastoral support to address barriers to learning 

 
5. Key responsibilities and points of contact 
Specific questions about homework should be directed to the relevant Class Teacher, Head of Faculty or 
Subject Leader. 

 
Leadership and Management 
 
The Senior Leadership Team oversees the implementation and monitoring of this policy. Heads of 
Faculty ensure homework is consistent, meaningful, and aligned with curriculum planning. 

 


